2005/2006   
NFHS Soccer Rules at substantive variance with The Laws of the Game

	
	NFHS
	FIFA

	Field
	Before kickoff host determines suitability of field and conditions but after kickoff the referee does
	The referee does both times

	Players

                  
	Captain: team representative and may ask information, interpretation
	No standing in the Laws

	
	Substitution: USYSA plus on corner kick the team in possession

If team in possession on throw-in or corner subs, opponent may, if sub already reported
	Any stoppage or USYSA

	
	The sub just entering the game may not take PK
	No such provision 

	
	Attended injured player must leave (see below) and cautioned player must leave and may be replaced; the latter may return at next substitution opportunity
	Not so on caution

Injured returns on referee’s signal

	
	Non-disciplinarily absent, non-replaced player may return at next stoppage 
	May be beckoned in by the referee while ball is in play

	
	Unannounced goalkeeper change with field player: warning
	Caution

	
	Substitute without referee permission is OK after goal or between periods
	Only with referee’s permission

	
	Frequent sub to “consume” time may be unsportsmanlike [sic] conduct
	Must add time

	Equipment
	Cast: ½” high-density closed-cell polyurethane PLUS written release by physician available for inspection at the game site
	Referee’s decision

	Referee
	Card – notify both coaches
	Card only

	Duration
	Clock stopped for goal, PK, card, or when referee signals
	Time added as indicated

	Start
	Winner has option of end to defend or kickoff
	Choice of goal to attack

	Ball in and out of play
	Dropped ball given for:

     - simultaneous touch to out of bounds

     - simultaneous foul of same degree
	No such provision

Call the first or more serious offense

	
	Ball is to be dropped between two opponents
	No invitation

	
	If play is stopped for injury or an unusual situation and a team is in possession of the ball, the restart is IFK

If no clear possession: dropped ball
	Dropped ball at site of the ball when play stopped



	Fouls & Misconduct
	Dangerous play may also be against a teammate
	Advice to Referees…, excludes this possibility 

	
	Trickery on “pass-back” is sanctioned when goalkeeper handles the ball (last defined in 2001-2002)
	When initiated

	
	Incidental vulgar or profane language: caution
	Included in UB

	
	Taunt = send-off without replacement
	OIAL

	
	“Soft red”=the disqualified player may be replaced for

a) excessive celebration of goal
b) second caution - display both cards together
	UB or DRP
Send off – sequential card display

	
	Red: leaving the team area to enter the field while a fight is going on
	Caution for ENT – VC if involved

	Penalty Kick
	Attacking encroachment

A. Goal ( retake

B. Saved and held: “play on” [sic]

C. Rebound: IFK for the defense

D. Deflected: corner kick
	A+B same

C+D - IFK

	Throw-in
	Goes over to opponent if ball does not enter the field
	Retake 

	Signals
	Use NFHS signals
	See Guide to Procedures for Referees, Assistant Referees and Fourth Officials 


Excerpts from the COACHES Code of Ethics:

· “...shall master the contest rules and teach them to his team...shall not...circumvent...the spirit or the letter of the rules.”
· “...shall respect and support the officials..., not…incite players or spectators...”
2005/2006
NFHS Soccer Rules at editorial or less practical variance with The Laws of the Game
	
	NFHS
	FIFA

	Field
	TA 10 feet from touch line

Goal 2 yards in front of football goals
	One yard

May be combined (USSF)

	Balls
	At least 3
	At least 1

	Equipment
	Undergarments the same length.

 “Prior to and during the game, shirts shall be tucked into the shorts, unless manufactured to be worn outside”

“Shin guards...manufactured, age and size-appropriate, not altered...”
	No such provision
Same in tournament instructions
Reasonable degree of protection

	Referee
	“Inquire of each coach whether each of his players is properly equipped. 

Address coaches and players concerning good sportsmanship.

Notify both coaches of misconduct
	No such provision        



	Law 12
	Definition of fair charge
Cautions: ENT + LV

                PI

                DIS

                Incidental foul language

                UC includes DRP, FRD, 

                and “deliberate verbal tactics”    
                tobacco

Disqualification

                VC      
                Taunt

                SFP includes DGH, DGSO-F

                Spit

                I, O or A language

                Leave bench to join fight   

Coach sanctioned for unidentifiable bench misconduct or team behavior
	Understood
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UB: ENT - ?VC

No such provision

	PK
	No interruption of run at the ball – retake
	OK

	KFTPM
	If < 10 players, the second 5 may be supplemented from the first 5
	Reduce to equate


Academic

Advantage
“penalizing the offending team would give an advantage to the offending team. (pre 1997 wording)
...if the anticipated advantage does not develop... (post 1997 wording) 

(mixed context) 

further obfuscation – Rule 18 – advantage: “...foul, if called, may take away a favorable opportunity for the offended team.”

Second touch on restarts is referred to as “foul” except on throw-in where it is an “infraction” and on GK restrictions where it is a “violation”.

On PK if attackers infringe and GK saves ands holds: “Play on”.

Drop ball – should be dropped ball.

GK restriction on release and repossession – archaic pre 1997 wording.

SFP

“Unless the match has been stopped for some other reason calling for a different restart.” 

- An impossibility. If stopped for other reason it CANNOT be SFP, but VC.

